
The BBVA Foundation and the Spanish National Research Council (CSIC) 
are pleased to invite you to the lecture:

Summary:
The relationship between sanitary intervention and mortality decline is one of the most fundamental and enduring debates in the fields
of economic, social, demographic and medical history. In Britain, one of the major challenges posed by this debate is the challenge of
measuring “sanitary effort”. I will seek to address this challenge by providing new estimates of the value of the loans which were sought
by local authorities and other organizations from the early-nineteenth century onwards. Previous authors have highlighted the increase
in the value of the loans which were sanctioned by central government departments after 1870. In this lecture, I will provide a more de-
tailed account of the distribution of these loans and the purposes for which they were intended, and present new data on the value of
the loans which were either sanctioned by central government or approved by Parliament throughout the whole of the period from 1817
to 1914. I will also discuss the relationship between the timing of these loans and the decline of mortality in a group of areas which have
previously been identified as making a disproportionate contribution to the decline of mortality during the last forty years of the nineteenth
century. Three of these areas – Leeds, Liverpool, and Manchester and Prestwich – requested permission to borrow large amounts of
money for sanitary and related purposes shortly before mortality rates started to decline, but this was not true of all areas. The findings
highlight the complex nature of the relationship between sanitary expenditure and mortality change in different areas during this period. 

Biography:
Bernard Harris is Professor of Social Policy and Head of the School of Social Work and Social Policy at the University of Strathclyde. He
trained as a historian and has published on a wide range of topics covering different aspects of anthropometric and demographic history,
as well as the history of social policy and welfare provision. His books include 

(Buckingham: Open University Press, 1995); 
(Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2004); and (with Roderick Floud, Robert Fogel and Sok Chul

Hong) (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2011). Much of his recent work has focused on the history of mutual aid and the development of the welfare state and on the
impact of sanitary reform on mortality during the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries.

The Demography Today lecture series aims to promote and communicate scientific work on demography through the dissemination
of research and the training of specialists in issues related to demography, Big Data, longitudinal records and health, while informing
society, in an accessible way, about issues currently in the foreground of scientific and political debate, such as the limits to longevity,
pension systems, ageing, emerging diseases, migration and low fertility.
This lecture series enjoys the exclusive support of the BBVA Foundation and has been co-organized with the Spanish National Research
Council and the LONGPOP project (Methodologies and Data Mining Techniques for the Analysis of Big Data based on Longitudinal Population
and Epidemiological Registers).The LONGPOP project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and
innovation program under a Marie Sklodowska-Curie grant.

All lectures are available for viewing on the interactive platform: www.demografia.tv
The lecture series also forms part of the Postgraduate Courses run by the Spanish National Research Council (CSIC).

Information and contact: 
e-mail: demografia@cchs.csic.es  Director of series: Diego Ramiro Fariñas http://demografia.iegd.csic.es
Tel:         (34) 916022403 @demografia_csic

(34) 916022782

Wednesday, February 21 at 17:00
CCHS-CSIC

Calle Albasanz, 26
28037-Madrid

Please confirm attendance. Limited seating
e-mail: demografia@cchs.csic.es

The lecture will be delivered in English without translation

REQUEST ATTENDANCE


